

PREFACE. 

bited together ; and fometimes there is fuch a confufion of acceptations, that dilcernment is wearied, 
and diftinfition puzzled, and perfeverance herfelf hurries to an end, by crouding together what fhe 
cannot feparate. 

Thefe complaints of difficulty will, by thofe that have never confidered words beyond their popular 
life, be thought only the jargon of a man willing to magnify his labours, and procure veneration to 
his ltudies by involution and obfcurity. But every art is obfcure to thofe that have not iearned it : this 
uncertainty of terms, and commixture of ideas, is well known to thole who have joined philolophy with 
grammar ; and if I have not exprefled them very clearly, it mull be remembered that 1 am lpeakingof 
that which words are infufficient to explain. 


The original fenfe of words is often driven out of ufe by their metaphorical acceptations, yet mud 
be inferted for the fake of a regular origination. Thus 1 know not whether ardour is uied for mate- 
rial heat, or whether flagrant, in Englijh , ever iignifies the fame with burning > yet fuch are the pri- 
mitive ideas of thefe words, which are therefore fet fir 11, though without examples, that the figurative 
fenfes may be com modiou fly deduced. 

Such is the exuberance of fignification which many words have obtained, that it was lcarccly pofiible 
to colled, all their fenfes ; fometimes the meaning of derivatives mull be fought in the mother term, 
and fometimes deficient explanations of the primitive may be (applied in the train of derivation. In 
any cafe of doubt or 'difficulty, it will be always proper to examine all the words of the fame race; for 
fome words are lligbtly palled over to avoid repetition, fome admitted eaficr and clearer explanation than 
others, and all will be better under flood, as they are confidered in greater variety of firubtures and relations. 


All the interpretations of words are not written with the fame fkill, or the fame bappinefs : things 
equally eafy in themfelves, are not all equally eafy to any iingle mind. Every writer of a long work 
commits errours, where there appears neither ambiguity to miflead, nor obfcurity to confound hitn $ 
and in a fearch like this, many felicities of expreffion will be cafually overlooked, many convenient 
parallels will be forgotten, and many particulars will admit improvement from a mind utterly unequal to 
the whole performance. 


But many Teeming faults are to be imputed rather to the nature of the undertaking, than the negli- 
gence of the performer. Thus fome explanations are unavoidably reciprocal or circular, as hind, the 
female of the flag ; flag , the male of the hind: fometimes eafier words are changed into harder, as burial 
into fepulture or interment , drier into deficcathic , drynefs into ferity or aridity , ft intb faroxyfm ; for the 
eaiieft word, whatever it be, can never be tranflated into one more eafy. But eaiineis and difficulty 
are merely relative, and if the prefent prevalence of our language fhould invite foreigners to this 
dictionary, many will be affilied by thofe words which now feem only to increafe or produce ob- 
feurity. For this reafon I have endeavoured frequently to join a ‘Teutonic^ and Roman interpretation, as to 
cheer to gladden, or exhilarate, that every learner of Englijh may be afiifled by his own tongue. 


The folution of all difficulties, and the fupply of all defedts, mult be fought in the examples, fub- 
joined to the various fenfes of each word, and ranged according to the time of their authours. 

When fir ft I collected thefe authorities, I was defirous that every quotation fhould be ufei ul to fome 
other end than the illn fixation of a word ; I therefore extracted from philofophers principles of fcience ; 
from hiitorians remarkable fads ; from chymifts complete proccfies ; from divines (hiking exhortations ; 
and from poets beautiful defer ipti on s. Such is defign, while it is yet at a dillance from execution. 
When the time called upon me to range this accumulation of elegance and wifdom into an alphabetical 
feries, I foon difeovered that the bulk of my volumes would fright away the ftudent, and was forced to 
depart from my fcheme of including all that was pleafing or ufeful in Englijh literature, and reduce 
my tranferipts very often to clusters of words, in which icarcely any meaning is retained ; thus to 
the wearinefs of copying, I was condemned to add the vexation of expunging. Some paifages I have yet 
fpared, which may relieve the labour of verbal fearches, and inter fperfe with verdure and flowers the 
dully defarts of barren philology. 

The examples, thus mutilated, are no longer to be confidered as conveying the Sentiments or doctrine 
of their authours ; the word for the fake of which they are inlerted, with all its appendant claufes, has 
been carefully preferved ; but it may fometimes happen, by hally detruncation, that the general ten- 
dency of the fentence may be changed : the divine may defert his tenets, or the philofopher his fyftem. 

Some of the examples have been taken from writers who were never mentioned as mailers of ele- 
gance or models of fUle ; but words mull be fought where they are ul’ed ; and in what page?, 
eminent for purity, can terms of manufacture or agriculture be found ? Many quotations ferve no oilier 
pui poie, than that of proving the bare exiftence of words, and are therefore ielected with lets Icrupu- 
loulnefs than thofe which are to teacli their ftruCtures and relations. 

* 

My purpofe was to admit no teftimony of living authours, that i might not be milled by partiality, 
and that none of my cotemporarics might have realon to complain ; nor have I departed from this 
re folution, but when fome performance of uncommon excellence excited my veneration, when my 
memory fupplied me, from late books, with an example that was wanting, or when my heart, 
in the tendernefs of friendfliip, folicited admiffion for a favourite name. 
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So far have I been from any care to grace bSe the reftoration, whofe 

jioufly endeavoured tocolleft examples audto,.^ from ^ 0ur lan . 

works I regard as the Kells of Eugli/u tonified, . ‘ P |, C ;„ gradually departing from its 

mage, for almoft a century, has, by the concurrence ■. y - ' > ^ phrafcologv, from which it 

original Ucutonick charaSer, and deviating the iound-woi'k of ilile, admit- 

uuStt to be our endeavour to recal it, by diciencies, fuch as are readily 

i — — 

But as every language has a time of rudenef, ^J^dpnt to perfeaw, as wc U as of U& 

foi’jkd ad^to all the purp^s of £and 

poetry and fiaion from Sftzfir and Si, In ry s and the dia.on of common life from flW 

would be loll to mankind, for want of Englijh words, m which they might be cxp.efled* 

If is not Efficient that a word is found, unlefs it be fo combined as that its meaning is apparently 
determined by the traft and tenour of the fentence 5 fuch palkges I have therefoic chofen, and 
when it happened that any authour gave a definition of a term, or fuch an explanation as is equivalent 
to a definition, I have placed his authority as a fupplement to my own, without regard to the chrono- 


Some words, indeed, Hand unfu p ported by any authority, but they are commonly derivative nouns 
or adverbs, formed from their primitives by regular and conilant analogy, or names of things ieldom 
occurring in books, or words of which 1 have realon to doubt the exiftence. 

'There is more danger of ccnfure from the multiplicity than paucity or examples; authorities wnl 
fometimes feem to have been accumulated without necefi’ity or uie, and perhaps fome will be found, 
which might, without lofs, have been omitted. But a work of this kind is not hallily to be charged 
with fuperfluities ; thofe quotations which to carelefs or upfkilful perulers appear only to repeat the 
fame fenfe, will often exhibit, to a more accurate examiner, diverlities of fignification, or, at lead, 
afford different (hades of the fame meaning : one will fhew the word applied to perions, another to 
things ; one will exprefs an ill, another a good, and a third a neutral fenfe ; one will prove the ex- 
preffion genuine from an ancient authour ; another will Ihew it elegant from a modern : a doubtful 
authority is corroborated by another of more credit ; an ambiguous ientence is afeertained by a paflage 
clear and determinate ; the word, how often foever repeated, appears with new alxociates and in different 
combinations, and every quotation contributes fomething to the liability or enlargement of the language. 

When words are ufed equivocally, I receive them in either fenfe ; when they are metaphorical, I 
adopt them in their primitive acceptation. 

1 have fometimes, though rarely, yielded to the temptation of exhibiting a genealogy of fentiments, 
by (hewing how one authour copied the thoughts and didtion of another : fuch quotations are indeed 
little more than repetitions, which might juftly be cenlured, did they not gratify the mind, by 
affording a kind of inteli cdtual hiffcory. 
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The various, lyntactical firucfcurcs occurring in the examples have been carefully noted j the licence of 
neghgeme with which many words nave been hitherto ufed, has made our ilile capricious and indeter- 
minate ; vditu the diiteixnt combinations of the lame word are exhibited together, the preference is 
readily given to propriety, and I have often endeavoured to direct the choice. 




afeertain the fignification of Englijh words, to perform all the parts of a faithful lexicographer 

:lwc not always executed my own fcheme, <5r finished my own expeditions. The vfork, whate, 

pioofs of diligence and attention it may exhibit* is yet capable of many improvements : the orthd^rap 

whicn I recommend is fliU controvertible, the etymology which I adopt is uncertain, and nerh 

hequently erroneous : the explanations are lb me times too much contraded, and fometimes too mb 

uirmica, tne hgnUications are diflmguilhed rather with fubtilty than (kill, and the attention is harraf 
Witn .uuneccbary mmuteneis. 


• Ihe example^ are too often mjudicioufly truncated, and perhaps fometimes, I hope very rarel 
alleged in a mffiaken fenfe; for in making this colledion I trailed more to memory, than, in a lb 

..qe.a and ombarraffiment memory can contain, and purpofed to fupply at the review what w 
#lt incomplete in the hill tranlcnption. rr 7 

Many terms appropriated to particular occupations, though ncceflkry and fisrnificant arc undouhre-i 
fitted , and of the words moll ftu Jioufly confidered and exemplified, manyfe,* S have efcaped obfevaS 

li Ct ®3t*J**» however frequent, may admit extenuation and apology. To have attempted m,, 
is always laudable, even when the enterprise is above the ftrength undertakes hi To ! 
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